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Abstract
Cross laminated timber panels (CLT) are a new generation of mass timber products that provide solutions to the
mid- and high-rise wood building market. CLT products have been successfully used for construction in Europe for
decades, and in the past few years, manufacturers have expanded the use of this product into the North American
market. However, differences in the conditions to which the material will be exposed has yet to be fully investigated.
One such condition is potential infestation by native and invasive termites. No termite infestation experiments have
been published for the product, and no standards exist for testing of the CLT and other mass timber products for
termite resistance. The objective of this research is evaluation of CLT resistance against subterranean termites in the
southeastern United States. For the termite tests untreated CLT blocks made with kiln-dried wood were obtained from
material currently available on the market. Results indicate that untreated CLT is susceptible to attack by both
Reticulitermes spp. and Coptotermes formosanus. Moreover, evaluation of amount of damage to the material may be
difficult using conventional methods such as mass loss and visual rating, and more technical methods, such as X-ray,
acoustic testing, or 3-dimensional scanning technologies may need to be modified to provide a more coherent picture
of internal panel damage. Both lab and field tests are continuing.
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Abstract
Naturally durable woods are offered as an alternative to chemically treated wood for decking and siding.
Restrictions on imports due to non-sustainable forest practices often limit the availability of tropical hardwoods, many
of which are considered durable. The Forest Products Laboratory is evaluating native naturally durable woods for use
in covered bridge repair and rehabilitation in conjunction with the Federal Highway Administration to provide native
alternatives to tropical hardwoods. Six wood species that are considered either invasive or underutilized were selected
for both above ground and in-ground exposure in Madison, WI. Eastern red cedar (ERC), black locust (BL), honey
mesquite (HM), and Alaska yellow cedar (AYC) are all still remaining durable in ground contact while Catalpa (CAT),
western red cedar (WRC), southern pine (SYP) and Paulownia (PAW) have failed. Data from both in-ground and
above ground 8-year exposure in WI will be presented and discussed.

QC Assessments for Wood Pole Inspection
and Treatment Programs
Tom Pope
Osmose Utilities Services, Inc.
Peachtree City, GA
Abstract
An important consideration of any pole inspection and/or treatment program is the quality of the services
provided. Quality control requirements and procedures are a critical component of a successful maintenance program
and should be included in the program’s specification or scope of work. This presentation will highlight key items to
consider when specifying those requirements, along with general information on how to execute an effective quality
control inspection for common types of wood pole inspection and treatment programs.

